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Corrections and Clarifications

• A story in last week’s Business section, “Cell data shows visitors are back” incorrectly 
stated how long the Jackson Hole Travel and Tourism Board has been using data collected by 
Placer.ai, a California analytics fi rm. The board just started using that data a few weeks ago to 
respond to the pandemic. 

Our news reporting mission is to be objective and accurate. Readers are encouraged to 
alert the editor to an error by email, editor@jhnewsandguide.com, or by calling 732-7071. We 
commit to correcting errors fully and promptly in the next published edition.

Town lubricates way 
for sale of Virginian

By Mark Huffman

When the historic Virginian Lodge 
changes hands next month there will 
be no break in your ability to buy a 
beer in the bar or grab a bottle in the 
liquor store.

The Town Council made sure of 
that Monday night when it voted 5-0 
to OK the transfer of the Virg’s liquor 
license from the Napierskie family 
to the people who will buy the lodge, 
convention center, the Virginian Li-
quor Store, the Virginian Saloon and 
the RV park.

No big changes are immediately 
expected at the Virginian, in spite of 
rumors that have 
gone around 
Jackson since the 
13-acre property 
went on the mar-
ket earlier this 
year.

Along with 
plans to refur-
bish the opera-
tion, the idea in 
the immediate 
future is to “keep 
it what it is ... 
and effectively 
update the things 
we love about the 
Virginian,” said 
J. Justin Martin, 
a vice president 
of Orion Compa-
nies.

The new owner will be Virginian 
Lodge LLC, a group that includes 
Orion, a real estate and construc-
tion fi rm that’s become busy in Jack-
son in recent years, and Waterton, a 
Chicago fi rm that specializes in hotel 
management. Until the offi cial fi ling 
for transfer of the liquor license, there 
had been no acknowledgement that a 
deal had been reached for the prop-
erty.

Documents in the fi ling set the 
closing for Aug. 4, but noted it might 
be delayed a few days.

The sellers are the Napierskie fam-
ily. The property was listed at $60 
million.

Even the RV park at the back of 
the property won’t immediately be 
redeveloped, Martin said, though the 
mostly open 5 acres was seen when 
the property was listed as a prime at-
traction. Under town zoning it could 
accommodate hundreds of units, and 
was seen by employee housing advo-
cates as a prime mid-town location for 
that use.

“The goal is to again add some ame-
nities, but for the current time is to 
maintain the RV park as an RV park,” 
Martin said.

After saying there would be no 
changes “for the foreseeable future,” 
Martin was questioned by Councilor 
Jonathan Schechter, who found the 
reassurance vague. Martin replied 
that “there is a possibility it would get 
redeveloped in the future.” He added, 

“The foreseeable 
is as far as we can 
see.”

Martin added 
that Orion is a lo-
cal company led 
by Robert Hug-
gins that began 
with New West 
Building and in 
its growth has 
taken on sev-
eral old Jack-
son fi rms, such 
as Delcon and 
JB Plumbing, 
and kept them 
healthy. He said 
that at the Vir-
ginian “we expect 
to have the same 
Virginian with 

the same employees and employee op-
portunities for everyone.”

Schechter said he asked because 
he is worried about the “tremendous 
amount of gentrifi cation that is hap-
pening very actively” in town.

Councilor Arne Jorgensen agreed 
that there was “no illusion there 
won’t be changes on this property” but 
looked forward to what would happen 
there.

But at that point Mayor Pete 
Muldoon ended the line of question-
ing, saying that Monday’s hearing 
was about the transfer of the liquor 
license, not about the new owners’ 

Buyers say no major 
changes to be made yet.

RYAN DORGAN / NEWS&GUIDE FILE

The Virginian Lodge and RV Park was listed for sale for $60 million in January 
2020.

See VIRGINIAN on 18A

“We expect to have the 
same Virginian with the 

same employees and 
employee opportunities 

for everyone.”
— J. Justin Martin

ORION COMPANIES VICE PRESIDENT

BUDGEREALESTATE.COM
budgerealtygroup@jhrea.com
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ALPINE MEADOWS
With gorgeous views of the Palisades, 
this home located on .41 acres in Alpine 
Meadows is the perfect sanctuary 
after a long day’s work. Built in 2009 
and immaculately maintained, the 
home offers an open floor plan with 3 
bedrooms and 2 bathrooms on the main 
level. The full unfinished basement is 
primed for additional living spaces. The 
2 car garage is extra deep allowing for 
tons of storage. Just south of Alpine 
Junction, this neighborhood offers easy 
commuter access to Jackson. 
MLS# 20-1239, $470,000.

DIANNE BUDGE
Associate Broker

307.413.1362

CHAD BUDGE
Associate Broker

307.413.1364

REBEKKAH KELLEY
Associate Broker

307.413.5294

MOULTON LOOP PARCEL
Located on the southern side of Moulton Loop, this 2.5 acre parcel boasts unobstructed, full 
range, Grand Teton views. With proximity to downtown Jackson, Grand Teton National Park, 
and the airport within 15 minutes, this is the perfect place to build your dream home. Enjoy 
stunning views of Death Canyon and the Sleeping Indian as the sun sets. There is no shortage 
of wildlife in the area including elk, moose, bison, and fox. Adjacent lot is also available. 
MLS# 19-731, $725,000. 

381010
Open Daily 170 North Cache // Jackson // 733-3595

Men’s & 
Women’s 

available now

Tackle any off-road 
        adventure with 
                     the Jackal.

//

//

We are continuing to limit the number of customers in the store at one 
time, and are asking for adherence to social distancing etiquette when 

in the store. Thank you for your cooperation and patience! 
 

Thank you for shopping local!
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plans.
In the weeks after the Virginian 

went on the market, about 20 “really 
interested parties” looked into the of-
fer and mentioned a variety of plans, 
said Greg Prugh, the agent who had 
the listing. He said inquiries came 
from around the United States and 
overseas.

The Virginian was created in 1965 by 
Glenn and Virginia Napierskie, when 
the location was considered to be on 
the western edge of town. Glenn died in 
2006 and Virginia in May 2019.

The hotel has 95,000 square feet 
and 170 rooms along 442 feet of West 
Broadway frontage. The place is seen 
as a bit of old-time Jackson, a road-
side hotel built long before the lodging 
business in Jackson turned fancy; it’s 
the sort of place with a parking space 

in front of the door of every unit, and 
people are likely to be miffed if some-
one else takes the space they think is 
theirs. It’s a place where community 
events are held, gatherings like this 
week’s crafts show and the annual So-
roptimist Christmas tree sale.

Zoning would allow up to about 
130,000 square feet for a redeveloper on 
the 8 acres that accommodate the lodge.

The 5 acres in the rear accommo-
date 103 RVs. Though it’s a going 
business, that parcel is used only 
in the summer and brings in $110 a 
night for each rented space.

In a letter to town offi cials, Glenn 
Napierskie II said he had sold after 
being assured that the new owners 
intended “to conserve our family’s 
legacy by maintaining the property 
much as it’s always been.”

Contact Mark Huffman at 732-5907 
or mark@jhnewsandguide.com.

VIRGINIAN
Continued from 2A

REBECCA NOBLE / NEWS&GUIDE FILE

Classic cars line the front lawn of the Virginian Lodge during the 43rd Jackson 
Rod Run in 2019. The event typically takes place in June, but this year it has 
been postponed until Aug. 21-23.

380149

Y2 Consultants, LLC has acquired Cheyenne-based 
consulting firm Western Research & Development, Ltd.

This expands our service base and brings new technical 
expertise to our clients and community, while continuing 

to provide full-service engineering, survey, and 
environmental consulting services.

y2consultants.com
307.733.2999

info@y2consultants.com

ED LIEBZEIT
ASSOCIATE BROKER

(307) 413-1618
ED.LIEBZEIT@JHSIR.COM

EDINJACKSON.COM

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF REALTORS

 “GOOD NEIGHBOR” 
RECIPIENT
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TETON & MUNGER VIEWS
Charming and updated in South Park

3 bedrooms | 3 baths | 2 acres with horse set up | $1,695,000

Teton and Munger Mountain views, 
Hardwood, granite, great light

 Wonderful decks

TETON VIEWS

4 Bedrooms | 5 Baths 
4,936 SF | 3 Acres | $2,695,000

Breathtaking Teton views from this charming and spacious home.  
Open kitchen, dining and Great Room with large windows to 

capture the views.  Fully equipped guest house.  Horses allowed.  

NEW
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G
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LIVE IN GRAND TETON 
NATIONAL PARK

See www.TetonVista.com

4 bedrooms | 3.5+ bathrooms
4,850 SF | 3.51 Acres | $1,995,000

Expansive views of the Tetons and surrounding mountains, slab 
granite, hardwood floors, custom milled trim, and gourmet

kitchen. Pacific Creek access. Horses allowed.


