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New Virginian owners 
prepare for makeover

By Mark Huffman

The Virginian is headed to a fu-
ture that does not include one of 
Jackson’s most colorful and some-
times scruffier bits of history.

The Virginian Saloon is no more, 
the space shut and the windows pa-
pered over as the Virg’s new owners 
prepare to turn it into what they call 
“a family-style bar and restaurant.”

Sale of the Virginian — the sa-
loon, the lodge and liquor store, the 
RV park, everything on the 13 acres 
— was signed Friday. Descendants 
of founders Glenn and Virginia Na-
pierskie did the selling.

No Virginian Saloon will be a big 
change. The place has been a main-
stay in Jackson since the 1960s, and 
was the sort of place with an after-
noon clientele and where the last 
loyal drinkers had to be herded out 
at closing time.

The saloon was also the last food 
and drink joint in Jackson where 
you could smoke a cigarette. That 
cough-inducing tradition didn’t end 
until 2012, three years after any 
other place in town allowed the cus-
tomers to smoke ’em if they had ’em, 
and five years after county health 
officials began fighting for a smok-
ing ban. Most bars and restaurants 
just gathered up the ashtrays when 
the ban became a public debate, not 
waiting for a law; the Virg actually 
led the fight against the ban, argu-
ing that no one was being forced to 
come in and breathe the gritty air.

The new owners have promised 
no jarring changes but are set on a 
major overhaul of the place.

On top of already shutting the 
saloon, they say they’ll close the 
170-room lodge late this year and 
remodel the rooms. They plan to re-
open in summer 2021.

Robert Huggins, one of the princi-
pals in the new ownership, said in a 
statement that he and his partners 
“are excited and honored by the op-
portunity to renovate and refresh 

the iconic Virginian Lodge while re-
specting the heritage of the property 
and the Napierskie family’s legacy.”

Huggins is the only name among 
the new owners publicly revealed. 
He is a builder who does business 
in Jackson as New West Builders 
and a principal in Orion, a group 
of building contractors billed as 
“100% locally owned.” In partner-
ship with Orion is Waterton, a Chi-
cago firm that owns and runs hotels 
and apartments around the country. 
Waterton has assets of about $5.3 
billion.

Waterton was founded in 1995 by 
David Schwartz and Peter Vilim, 
who remain at the top. Neither owns 
property in Jackson under his own 
name. Schwartz, a member of the 
Chicago Real Estate Hall of Fame, 
told Crain’s Chicago Business in 
2010 that he’s a climber and that 
his favorite place is Jackson Hole.

None of the new owners consent-
ed to an interview. All the informa-
tion in this story about their plans 
is from a release prepared by a pub-
lic relations firm.

The lodge and adjacent 103-space 
RV park were advertised at $60 mil-
lion. Local real estate people say 
they doubt the deal was for the full 
asking price.

Realtor Greg Prugh, who handled 
the sale for the Napierskie family, 
said the family was pleased with the 
deal. Working with Prugh for the 
Napierskies was Breezy Mulligan. 
Two other Prugh Real Estate agents, 
Brooks Woodfi n and Jill Learned, 
advised Orion in the purchase.

The RV park has been seen as a 
likely redevelopment opportunity, 
with much talk, not from the buyers, 
about how it would a good site for a 
dense concentration of worker hous-
ing. The owners’ release said plans 
are to run it next year with fi ve of 
the sites “transformed into stand-
alone units with a ‘glamping’ vibe.”

Other plans announced by Orion 
and Waterton are:

• The “family-style bar and res-
taurant” that the Virginian Saloon 
will become will have access to the 
lodge’s interior courtyard and pool 
area.

Changes will include 
turning the saloon
into a ‘family-style bar 
and restaurant.’
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Tim Erkelens-Probst, a member of the transition team, and Alyssa Rush help a 
guest check in Tuesday at The Virginian Lodge. The lodge and saloon, owned 
by the Napierskie family since 1965, recently sold to Orion Companies, a local 
building and development group, and Waterton, a Chicago real estate company.

See VIRGINIAN on 24A

Corrections and Clarifications
Our news reporting mission is to be objective and accurate. Readers are encouraged to alert the editor to an error by 

email, editor@jhnewsandguide.com, or by calling 732-7071. We commit to correcting errors fully and promptly in the next 
published edition.

MOULTON LOOP PARCEL
Located on the southern side of Moulton Loop, this 2.5 acre parcel boasts unobstructed, full 
range, Grand Teton views. With proximity to downtown Jackson, Grand Teton National Park, 
and the airport within 15 minutes, this is the perfect place to build your dream home. Enjoy 
stunning views of Death Canyon and the Sleeping Indian as the sun sets. There is no shortage of 
wildlife in the area including elk, moose, bison, and fox. MLS# 19-731, $725,000
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BUFFALO VALLEY CABIN
Enjoy solitude in this quiet Buffalo Valley cabin in the 
woods. Located on .99 acres just a few minutes from 
the north entrance to Grand Teton National Park 
and just steps from endless recreation in the Bridger 
Teton National Forest and Buffalo Fork River. The 
neighborhood is accessible year-round, horses are 
welcome, and fiber optic high-speed internet keeps you 
connected (if you want). The charming log home includes 
3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, and 2 living areas within the 
nearly 2,500 sq.ft . The home has been updated nicely 
with wood and tile floors, newer appliances, and granite 
counter tops. Enjoy the beautiful views on the covered 
porch overlooking mature forest and natural yard. This is 
truly a special place! 
MLS# 20-2281, $795,000

Open Daily 170 North Cache // Jackson // 733-3595

We are continuing to limit the number of customers in the store at one time, and are 
asking for adherence to social distancing etiquette and the wearing of face masks 

when in the store. Thank you for your cooperation and patience! 
 

And thank you for shopping local!
382658

New F'20 Polartec 
Tri Thermal Thread 
Fleece has arrived!

Several New styles in 
both Ladies and Men's!

New F'20 Polartec New F'20 Polartec New F'20 Polartec 

Stop by and 
check it out!


