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See more Business 
news in the C section 

of this newspaper.

• A fix-up of the Virginian’s 
4,900-square-foot conference area is 
in the works, also with new access 
to the courtyard.

• The guest room remodeling will 
include “modern touches that meet 
the needs of today’s traveler” and 
add a “more upscale sensibility,” but 
the redesign will be done “with a 
nod to the original roots of The Vir-
ginian.”

• The three-quarter-acre court-
yard will see “the addition of lush 
landscaping and several seating 
areas where guests can gather and 
unwind.” Courtyard plans also in-
clude setting it up for musical per-
formances.

Glenn and Virginia Napierskie 
opened the lodge in 1965. Glenn Na-
pierskie II wrote in a letter to Jack-
son Town Council members that 
he believed the buyers intended 
“to conserve our family’s legacy by 
maintaining the property much as 
it’s always been.”

During its time The Virginian 
has often hosted community events 
such at the ’49er Ball and the So-
roptimists’ annual Christmas Tree 
Sale, along with chamber of com-
merce and Cow-Belles meetings and 
crafts, car and home shows. It has 
been a sort of unofficial headquar-
ters for the annual World Cham-
pionship Snowmobile Hill Climb. 
More information about its history 
can be gleaned from News&Guide 
archives, available to the public via 
Newspapers.com:

Work on the site began in April 
1965, when contractors began pre-
paring the ground. The Napierskies 
were longtime summer visitors from 
San Diego; he owned a plumbing 
business there.

The initial motel plan had 101 
units, and the first 20 opened in 

August 1965; the rest opened weeks 
later with a ceremony including 
Wyoming Gov. Cliff Hansen, a Jack-
son Hole rancher. The Jackson Hole 
Guide described the location as 
“west of town.”

The Guide noted that the new 
units would be “welcomed by the 
traveling public, many of whom 
have been unable to find any type of 
accommodations in Jackson on busy 
weekends.”

The next-door restaurant opened 
in May 1966. The steakhouse-style 
restaurant was in the town’s first 
Catholic church, built on King 
Street in 1936 and hauled to the 
Virginian site and remodeled.

During an October 1985 arson 
spree that burned several Town 
Square businesses, The Virginian 
was also targeted. About 70 of its 
rooms were destroyed.

The restaurant, doing business 
as the Howling Coyote Grill, was 
the victim of another suspicious fire 
in August 2001. A new building was 
built on the same site.

Glenn Napierskie died in a car 
crash in September 2006 near the 
National Fish Hatchery, just north 
of Jackson. He was 81. Virginia died 
at age 94 in May 2019.

The Napierskies donated some of 
the land needed in 1984 to complete 
Snow King Avenue, the only cross-
town road other than Broadway. 
They also developed the Virgin-
ian Apartments and Creekside Vil-
lage, and for some years owned Flat 
Creek Ranch.

Contact Mark Huffman at 732-5907 
or mark@jhnewsandguide.com.
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Since 1980, Jackson Hole Land Trust has worked to 
protect and steward critical wildlife habitat across 
Northwest Wyoming. This includes collaborative 

projects to enhance spawning and rearing habitat 
for native fish, conserving 37,423 acres of Crucial 
Range for big game species, and so much more.

With your support through Old Bill’s Fun Run, 
we’ll keep Northwest Wyoming WILD.

Elk at R Lazy S Ranch  
349 acres
Protected Since 1981
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WILSON CONTEMPORARY

3 beds | 2 baths | 2,419 sq ft 
Will Bruder designed
$2,500,000 | MLS# 19-2835

This Will Bruder designed bungalow is a contemporary work 
of art nestled in a towering grove of old growth aspen trees 
that provides an incredibly peaceful and inspiring setting. The 
homes' 3 bed, 2 bath floor plan is quaint and complemented 
by a large studio, an inviting open kitchen, dining, and living 
area with vaulted ceilings that are completed with a steel 
encased gas fireplace and polished stainless steel framed floor 
to ceiling windows. Black slate, maple flooring, custom maple 
cabinets and burnished stainless steel counters are some of 
the unique qualities found in the interior. The natural light is 
abundant and the perfectly framed forest is captivating.
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